
ABSTRACT SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

Please provide the information outlined below. 

1. Title 
2. Name of individual(s) 
3. Email 
4. Phone Number 
5. Is the submission lead (select): Student; Resident; Fellowship Trainee; None of 

the Above 
6. Relevant health profession(s), select all that apply: (from registration list) 
7. Social Mission Metrics Theme/(s), select all that apply 
8. Submitting only for poster presentation? (Yes, No, N/A) 
9. If not selected for an oral presentation, do you want to be considered for a 

poster? (Yes, No, N/A) 
10. A list of keywords (3-5) to help guide reviewers. 
11. Learning objectives. For example, at the end of this presentation attendees will 

be able to: xyz. 
12. Presentation Type (select): Wicked Problem, Ignite/Lightning Session, Individual 

or Full Panel, or Workshop  
13. Abstract should include: 

• WICKED PROBLEMS:  Submit a brief description (500 words) that outlines the 
problem to be presented, including relevant previous research/efforts to 
address, why it constitutes a wicked problem, how it connects to conference 
themes, and a set of questions to guide structured engagement with the 
audience.  

• IGNITE/LIGHTENING SESSIONS: Ignite/Lightening session proposals (300-
500 words) should include a brief background for the idea to be presented 
including relevant previous research or other background information, a brief 
description of the idea that will be presented, and the connection to 
conference themes. 

• PANEL PRESENTATIONS (Individual or full panel):  Submit a brief description 
(500 word limit for single presentation/1000 for full panel) of the proposed 
presentation including: 1) background setting up the scope of the problem, 
the expertise of the individual(s) without revealing identity (i.e. no names or 
organizations) and the relevance of the topic to social mission in health 
professions education, 2) detailed description of the innovation/intervention 
and outcomes to date OR research methods and key findings, and 3) 
opportunities to build on these efforts and/or policy relevance of the 
innovation/research findings.  (See tips for preparing your abstracts for more 
guidance.) 



• WORKSHOPS: Submit a brief description (1,000-word limit) of the proposed 
workshop including clear goals and learning objectives, target audience, 
details on the specific workshop activities and presentation topics, the 
expertise of the individual(s) and the relevance of the topic to social mission 
in health professions education. 

Tips for preparing your Social Mission Alliance 2026 abstract submission: 

1. Keep the background section short.  The goal is to make sure you explain why this 
topic is important, but do not spend the majority of your word count on this 
section.  In the past, people have overly emphasized this section leaving little space 
to describe their program and/or research.  As succinctly as possible, describe the 
problem and demonstrate the need for the particular innovation or research 
question. [Aim for this section to be no more than 25% of your word count.] 
 

2. The majority of your abstract should focus on what you did (intervention description 
details or research methods), any evidence on whether it worked 
(evaluation/research findings), or what you have tried (for wicked problems 
submission).  [Aim for this to account for at least 60% of your word count.] 
 

a. For interventions: You want to provide the reader with a clear description of 
the key elements of your intervention (target audience, key intervention(s), 
and key players involved) and as much detail as you can about the evidence 
showing whether your innovation has helped advance social mission. 

 
b. For research: You will want to provide details on the data source used, 

sample size, main research question, key variables, and analytic approach.  
Then describe your main findings. 

 
3. At the end, you will want to describe why the intervention/research matters.  

What is the educational and/or policy relevance of this particular 
intervention/research finding? 

 


